
 

Welcome to the new year … a lot has happened over January and a month 

has passed already.   

Farewell to our graduates who are heading off to school; Olivia, Marco, Tanish, 

Jimi-Kei, Brian, Mihir, Nico, Nina and Matvey.  Cameron leaves us next week. 

Welcome to our new students; Myra Sandhu, Arlo Grafton, Elsa Zhang and 

Anton Coker. 

 

The Nativity story continues … 

We were given this wonderful miniature replica of 

the Nativity scene.  The children looked at all the 

different characters on it and remembered their 

parts in the play at Christmas.  However, some of 

the characters were missing, such as the Star who 

guided the shepherds and wise men to the stable.  

Several children who were angels asked where they 

were. So, we did some additions to the scene and 

everyone was happy.  This was a great opportunity 

to revisit the story and their part in the play. I sent 

the story to Mr Harry Van der Vossen who gave us 

this. He was delighted to know it had found a good 

home and explained his brother had made him the 

figurines over 50 years ago! 
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It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in 

creative expression and knowledge.  Albert Einstein 



 

Chinese New Year, the Year of the Rat                          

Cheng’s 

grandmother 

made dumplings 

with the children 

 

Noah’s mother demonstrated a 

traditional fan dance and his sister 

showed us how to spin this special cloth 

on her finger.  

Brian in traditional 

costume. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cameron’s Dad, Kenny, came in to talk to the 

children about the traditional Chinese New 

Year.  He told us what his family normally does 

in China. His hometown is very cold; they make 

a snow man and make snowballs.   

 

Teachers open the door, but you must 

enter yourself. Chinese Proverb. 



Lunch at the Villa … is an 

established school holiday activity.   

This gives the children the opportunity to 

familiarize themselves with the school 

lunch time routine. 

They see where the food is made and by 

whom, Miss Toshala, who helped to 

serve. Don’t forget the cook book for sale,  

with all Ms Toshala’s recipies, Shakti 

Cookti  Bookti. 

 

Humour is a wonderful medium of 

communication. “I was building in my home,” 

Jimi-Kei said. 

The children are used to watching the building 

that goes on in the community and the use of 

road cones. 

 

 

Philosophical practice can be expressed in many 

ways:  the singing bowl, the Pause, Mindfulness, serving, 

leading, greetings, shaking hands, to name a few. 

Massage is one of our many peaceful practices at quiet 

times; there was soft music in the background. This is part 

of ensuring there is a calm environment in the preschool. 

 

 

 

 

Be the change you wish to see in the world. 

Mahatma Gandhi 



 

Transition to School Group  

The children collected these native 

leaves from Edenvale Park. They 

are paying attention to the detail of 

the leaf and comparing different 

types of leaves. This demonstrates 

the Power of Observation – being 

mindful and focused. The 

individual presents their own work 

to the group which creates a group 

presentation. 

 

The life cycle of the butterfly has been a strong 

focus lately; watching the caterpillars turn into 

chrysalis on the swan plant and then hatching. We 

were very lucky to see a butterfly emerge from a 

chrysalis.  Please look at the very comprehensive 

display in the preschool. Thank you Ms Ashton, for 

your diligence in documenting this. 

 

Family play is 

popular at the 

moment. Marlon 

and Jimi Kei 

bathing their 

babies. Keira 

checking their 

health. 

 

 



This is Nina’s depiction of the Worry Tree in one of our 

Meditation stories.  We imagined we were in a beautiful 

garden and before entering you put your worries on the 

Worry Tree.  Again, this drawing was done using the power 

of observation; paying attention to the detail of the tree.  

Please read the story in the foyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable Practices are part of the Ficino Preschool culture.  

• Food: Garden to table produce, using left over bread for cheese toasties. 

• Art: Reusing and recycling paper and cardboard, making paper and cards, 

reusing natural materials such as drying flowers, shells for collage, and 

driftwood. 

• Carpentry: Wooden offcuts, bottle tops, corks, leather.   

• Biodegradable resources:      for classroom supplies and cleaning products. 

• Not using the clothes dryer and hanging the washing outside on the 

clothesline as a preference. 

• Recycling: Using designated bins.  

• Further developments will be to put certain food waste in both the compost 

bin and the worm farm.  

• Services: Visiting the teachers’ recycle centre, inviting the Sustainable 

Schools’ Advisor from the Auckland City Council to do a waste audit. 

 

That’s a cherry 

and that’s a bar 

of chololate. It’s 

not just a Worry 

Tree; it’s an 

Everything Tree! 



           CARPENTRY 

Presented in many forms; 

hammering, sawing,           

measuring, gluing, painting.                  

Safety is also a factor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

The Picnic at Edenvale Park was a lovely relaxed time in the dappled shade, 

talking, eating, playing games and just enjoying each other’s company.            

Thank you to those who were able to attend. 

 

  

 

 



Visiting Maungawhau   

Ms Ashton and the 

older children went 

for a walk up 

Maungawhau with 

Fairy Clare.  The 

children were 

observing the tree 

through binoculars. 

  

What can you see, 

Nico? 

 

 

This was an opportunity to begin to develop 

a relationship with our local maunga 

(mountain) and its natural features. 

Aotearoa 

“The land of the long white cloud.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and their families feel a sense of Belonging 

Making connections beetween people, places and things in their world. 



 

Science  

Using red cabbage water, what is 

acid and what is alkaline?  We got 

some amazing colours; purple, 

crimson, pink, lilac, brown, dark 

ruby red. We kept a ‘control’ to 

compare the differences. 

 

 

 

Leo, you are so clever.  

What patience you have; it took great eye-hand co-ordination to 

achieve this, especially when you are just 3 years old. 

 

 

We are celebrating Waitangi Day this week and a new Treaty will be made with 

our new children.   We are CLOSED on Thursday, 6th January.  

 

From the Ficino Preschool Teaching Team:    Irene Callen, Helen Ashton, 

Crystal Li, Mei Lau, Nicky FitzPatrick and our support person, Natasa Sulenta 

(who has just catalogued over 500 books for us). 

With the Coronavirus concerns, we are raising children’s awareness about 

handwashing – and drying, covering their mouth when coughing or sneezing by 

using their arm, not their hand, and turning away.  We are also suspending hand 

shakes for the time being. Please monitor the websites. 

I am still learning. 

Michaelangelo 


