
Ficino Preschool July Newsletter 

Welcome: to Dimuthu Jayawardena who has joined us as a permanent fully 

registered teacher.  We will call her Ms Dena – her profile will be in the foyer.   

 

We welcome Martin Lai, who a has a brother,              

Marco, at the school 

Martin has taken to preschool like a duck to 

water – literally! 

We also welcome Taylor Downes, whose 

brother Cooper is also at the school.  

 

 

Marlon and Keira both had graduations to school.   

The children have celebrations for their last 

day.  They are given a leaving certificate, 

and a child profile which celebrates all 

their achievements while at the preschool.  

The children bake muffins in the morning 

for a special afternoon tea and the child 

leaving says the karakia.  

The preschool children make a card with 

their names in it so they can be 

remembered. 

 

 

Happy 4th Birthday Jasper.  

Yet another celebration. 

 

Good bye to Dennis who                  

has returned to China.  

We will miss you. 

 



 

In this act of touching an astonishing amount takes place. 

• Teacher and student become one 

• There is a warmth of contact 

• The child is welcomed into the school 

• The eyes meet 

• The teacher is still, alert and meets each child 

• There is a natural flow of love, trust and 

respect 

• The teacher can observe how the child looks, 

sounds and responds 

• The child feels wanted 

• There is an appropriate formality 

If all children are met this provides knowledge of the individual and a sense of the whole 

group.    

School holiday activities included lunch at the villa on 

Wednesdays. This is yet another activity to prepare them for 

their transition to school. 

 

Show and Tell            

is a new initiative the 

preschool has 

started. This creates 

a link between the 

home and the 

preschool.   

 

 

Hand massages; with soft gentle music playing, rubbing each 

side of the hand, massaging the palm, then down each finger 

with oil.  I have had a request for massages on Wednesdays. 

 

Our lock down book is now ready and 

copies are available in the foyer for $10 to 

cover costs please. This can be paid in cash 

or you can be invoiced.   

 



Trips we have planned for term 3 include a trip to the Marae. A separate notice will be sent 

out shortly.  A local walk up Mt Maungawhau will take place between now and the marae 

trip. Mt Maungawhau is relevant to our cultural heritage and to prepare for the marae trip. 

We are creating our own model of the mountain out of wire and paper maché.  

 

Curriculum activities include: 

Weekly music sessions with          

Ms Kearney on a Wednesday  

 

Playball on a Thursday  

Gymnastics on a Friday  

 

 

We incorporate some form physical exercise  

on a daily basis; yoga, exercises, brain gym, 

games at the tennis courts and creative 

dance, all important to co-ordination.  

 

 Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change 

the world. Nelson Mandela 

 

 

Children are natural teachers and encouraged 

to work in a mentoring role. It is a fine example 

of ‘rejoice in the present’, the school moto, 

which gives children a clear direction to attend 

to what is in front of them and to enjoy the 

clarity of mind and the efficiency which 

naturally follows.   

 

 



Our Matariki celebration and In the Beginning Play 

went well.  Thank you for such a great turn out.  This was 

made into a small booklet which parents are 

purchasing for $10. 

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.                             

William Shakespeare 

Cloth Bags: These are used for children’s clothes; can 

you please make sure there is at least one set (or two 

for the younger ones) including underwear – and they 

are the right size, that is, not too small. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning about letters.  

What is a letter? 

How do we write one? 

Who does it go to? 

How do we post it? 

How long does it take to get there? 

What is a stamp? 

We have purchased our very own letter box to aid this process. 

 

PLEASE NAME YOUR CHILDREN’S CLOTHES!!! 

(We have marker pens if you need one) 

What does 

GENTLE 

mean? 

A cuddle/hug 

falling leaves 

being careful 

gentle hands 

stroking 

massage 

 

 

These are examples of some of the resources 

that can be used in the preschool. Any natural 

materials are always welcome and a lot of the 

plastic products get used in the carpentry area. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was fortuitous that we saw this rainbow while 

playing outside last week.   

We have paid a lot of 

attention to rainbows 

lately and painted 

and drawn them 

using many different 

media.   

 

 

What sinks? What floats?   (categorizing)  

Can you guess what it will do?   (predicting) 

Why does it sink or float?    (theorizing) 

What are they made of?       (gaining knowledge) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make hot 

chocolate! 
What can we do 

on a rainy day? 

(Ms Callen) 

Jump in 

puddles! 

I could bring 

Mr Penguin 

and Mrs Duck 

to visit. 

(Ms Callen) 

Paint rainbows; 

they are made 

of rain and sun 

Warm 

soup 

 

Do baking 

Sing songs: 

Rain, rain, 

go away 

We read and 

sang about 

Noah and         

the Ark. 

A Practicum Student, Chelsy Yuan, will be 

joining us from 5th August to 11th September.  

Practicums are part of a teacher’s training. 

 



Ficino Preschool Food Culture comes in many forms: 

 

Picking mandarins. Children 

learn to appreciate the 

concept of growing food for 

their own consumption. 

Can you see who is hiding 

behind the bush? 

   

 

 

 

Ms Callen brought some kale to preschool; we rubbed 

a little oil on it and baked it, then just a small sprinkle of 

salt. Delicious; we had it for afternoon tea.  All the 

children (except one – there is always one!) liked it.   

We have now bought some kale plants to harvest our                

own at the preschool. 

 

Daffodil Day on the 28th August is a mufti day! Wear something yellow 

and bring a gold coin donation. The funds raised will go towards the 

Cancer Society. They have been hit hard by a drop in donations 

since the lockdown. 

The children observed the bulbs growing in the garden. They knew it 

was a daffodil. They understand the cycle of planting a bulb, a shoot 

emerging, a bud developing and then the flower emerging. They 

enjoy watching and waiting, learning that it takes patience to watch 

nature unfold.  I had a bud described to me by a child as ‘a nearly opening flower’.  

 

Look at our beautiful manuka in the preschool garden.  

The children appreciate nature for its beauty. 

 

 

From the Ficino Preschool Teaching Team:  

Irene Callen, Crystal Li, Dimuthu Jayawardena, Nicky FitzPatrick 

 

 

Baking 

muffins 


