
Term Two 2020 Newsletter 

Welcome back to a normal preschool 

environment, or the ‘the new normal’.  

  

We have had many changes over the lockdown and transitioning different levels and this is 

continuing with a tightening up again with the new wave of Covid 19 from overseas arrivals. 

Some changes made were new such as sanitizing hands and some updated, such as children 

washing their hands before and after meals; some have gone back to the same as before such 

as shaking hands. Children are amazingly adaptable in these circumstances and a great 

inspiration to us to follow their lead. 

We have been working on a Lockdown book put together 

by Ms Ashton who has received feedback from most 

parents about their families’ activities during lockdown. We 

also asked for family photographs and it’s not too late to 

send this in if you have not already done so. Our grand 

finale was the show on Friday, The Great Teddy Bear’s 

Escape.  These books will be for sale for a nominal cost to 

cover our overheads and you can order as many copies as 

you like. They are a great gift for the grandparents.  

 

Recycling is practiced daily in the preschool.  We recycle 

and reuse a lot of products;  some examples are cardboard rolls 

(not toilet rolls though please), egg cartons, other cardboard 

products such as small cereal packets and the like for shop play, 

wrapping paper and ribbons for collage, bottle tops and corks 

are used in carpentry.   

 

Lots of natural materials are used too; leaves, twigs, 

shells, pine cones, driftwood from the beach, 

feathers, dead flower heads, bits of wood, pebbles, 

stones – all sorts.   

 



Birthdays keep coming … Both Dennis and Keira 

have turned 5 now.  Dennis is going back to China on the 

1st July and Keira will be going to Ficino School in Term 3.  

We celebrate all birthdays in the preschool with a special 

afternoon tea and make some muffins or a simple cake 

with the children. When they leave, they also get a 

leaving certificate and a profile about all their 

achievements. 

 

Support systems 

Mr Terrence (as we call him) is our Mr Fix It. If something is 

not working, we just call Terrence.   

Here he is fixing the autex which was coming apart from the 

wall, or fixing a door, putting up hooks, digging the garden, 

clearing the sink – too many things to list.  

Thank you, Mr Terrence. 

 

Transition to School 

 

The children are playing a matching game with 

numbers 1 to 5. The pieces are triangular and 

they are matching them on 3 sides.  There was 

a lot of concentration going on. 

“Learning in groups gives rise to social forms of 

knowing and knowledge which is essential to 

the idea of citizenship for the world today and 

the world tomorrow.”  

Gillian McAulifee, Reggio Emilia pedagogy 

 

 

 



 

Physical challenges are an 

essential part of a child’s development, 

learning to take responsible risks.  They 

learn good judgement with confidence, 

trying out new things and living on the 

edge of one’s competence.  

 

 

This is a great challenge for eye-hand co-ordination.  

Can you see the ball?  

 

This is more of a 

gross motor skill 

but still eye-hand 

co-ordination. 

 

They gain confidence in and control of their bodies.  

Exploration|Mana aoturoa, Te Whariki  

 

 

Earthquake! 

Be like a turtle 

Hide under a table 

Cover your head 

Emergency drills are held on a regular basis. 

Keeping themselves and others safe from harm. 

Wellbeing |Mana atua 

 



We are performing a play soon called ‘In the 

Beginning’, as part of our Matariki celebration.  

This is the Māori legend of how Creation was 

formed. 

The children have created all sorts of different 

artwork as part of their individual expression of 

the story.  

Justin Sun is holding up some tie dyeing he has 

done; it is the sun! 

 

Dennis is drawing 

his version of Tane, 

guardian spirit of 

the forest.  

Minh is creating 

Tangaroa, guardian 

of the sea. 

A further stage 

included collage. 

  

 

Elsa’s modern art version of a rainbow.                             

Another version below in collage is based on a story 

book that incorporates a rainbow song. 

The 100 Languages of Reggio Emilia speaks through 

different art media. 

 

 

“Why the hundred languages? To invent ideas and 

change ideas in a hundred different ways.” 

Mirella Ruozzi, Reggio Emilia.  

 



 

This is the time of beautiful 

autumnal colours. The 

children have been doing 

leaf drawings and art work 

using pencil, paint and dye. 

Art is conversation with 

yourself.      Lilla Rogers                                                                  

 

Resources don’t need to be expensive.         

Ms Callen made these geometric shapes out 

of some wooden off cuts, nails and rubber 

bands. They are very popular with the 

children who can explore different ways to 

assemble the patterns, the colour adding 

another dimension. 

 

To support our Chinese children whose second 

language is English, Ms Li has started an ESOL 

group. Here they are in action, reading books, 

singing songs and playing games to enhance their 

understanding and pronunciation of English 

words. This has been well received by the 

children, who are finding it a fun experience, and 

we are receiving positive parent feedback.            

 

 

Children love sensory play; they learn best by           

doing and touching.  

They are offered a variety of opportunities to 

experience this; gloop, slime, fingerpaint, clay.  

“We are the opening verse of the opening page of the 

chapter of endless possibilities.” Rudyard Kipling 



Value Cards are given out on a daily basis; some 

things they received a value card for were: 

Elsa - showing compassion, comforting a child who was 

upset. 

Cheng Cheng – orderliness, tidying the environment of 

her own volition when things were out of order. 

Amber – helpfulness, assisting a younger child to put 

her smock on for lunch.  

 

It is not what you do for your children but what you have 

taught them to do for themselves, that will make them 

successful human beings.  Ann Landers  

 

Science:    Observing, Classifying, Experimenting, Predicting, 

Drawing conclusions, Communicating ideas. 

“Children and scientists have a lot in common. Both are 

interested in a range of things and both are interested in, and 

attempt to make sense of, how and why things behave as 

they do.  Unless we note what children think, and why they 

think the way they do, we have little chance of making any 

impact with our teaching.” Learning in Science, Osborne & 

Freyberg. 

“Children explore … how science works so they can participate 

as critical, informed and responsible citizens in a society in 

which science plays a significant role”.  Pathways to School 

and Kura, Te Whāriki 

 

One of the school practices is ‘to stop, to think, to question’. Children have the right to 

question.  “Observe and listen to children because when they ask ‘why’ they are not simply 

asking for the answer from you.  They are requesting the courage to find a collection of 

possible answers.”  Carlina Rinaldi.         Have a real conversation with them. 

 

 



Our Matariki Celebration will be as follows: 

 

3.40 pm Parent arrivals – after school traffic please 

 

3.50 pm In the Beginning Play – based on the Maori legend of Creation  

  An adaptation of this story will include the Matariki stars 

This is a first for many for these children; they will be ‘in character’ and singing 

some beautiful songs and waiata to us 

 

4.10pm Soup and bread made at the preschool;  

please bring vegetables and extra kumara. 

Matariki shortbread stars will follow. 

(We are not asking for parent food contributions for health and safety reasons) 

 

4.40pm A farewell to Ms Ashton who is leaving us on Thursday 1st July. 

 

5.50pm Home time 

 

Please let us know if your child is going to be absent during the school holiday; Ficino School is 

closed Monday 6th July until Friday 24th July.  Thank you. 

 

 

From the teaching staff at Ficino Preschool;  

Irene Callen, Helen Ashton, Crystal Li, Mei Lau, Nicky FitzPatrick and Natasa Sulenta. 

   

 

 

 



 


