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Waitangi Day marks the most significant 

moment in this country’s history when 

representatives of the British Crown and Māori 

Chiefs signed the Te Tiriti o Waitangi on 6 February 

1840 at Waitangi in the Bay of Islands, Northland. 

The Treaty formed the foundation of a new nation 

and saw New Zealand become part of the British 

Empire.  

Our children drew up a 

Class Treaty. They all gave 

their thoughts about what 

should be in our Treaty and 

signed their name to agree 

to the conditions they set in 

it. Teachers signed it too. 

 

 

This celebrates our sense of Belonging Mana Whenua, 

showing respect for Kaupapa, rules  and the rights of 

others –   te mahi whakaute.            Te Whāriki 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

There was great industriousness with this road building 

project; working inter-dependently, demonstrating 

entrepreneurial thinking, co-operating, negotiating, 

sharing vehicles and we even added a car park. 

https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/treaty-of-waitangi/


 

Ellie’s Rabbits came to visit, called Oreo 

and Flopsy!  Oreo looks like the Oreo biscuit 

because he is black and white and Flopsy is 

white with brown eyes. 

 

 

We tried feeding them carrots but they didn’t seem 

to want to eat them. Ellis says they eat brown hay. 

Thank you, Jess, for bringing them in.   

Next Time Ellie is going to bring her dog, Monty. 

 

Justin’s Budgies 

 

Justin brought his two budgies, Mike and Mary, into the 

preschool to share with us.   

He had a chart that gave us lots of information about budgies; 

how long they live (up to 12 years!), what they eat, such as 

seeds, fruit and vegetables.  There are two different types of 

budgies; one from Australia and one from England.  

Ms Callen held one 

for each child to 

stroke; they are very 

soft – but watch out 

for that beak, it’s 

strong! 

 

Connecting links with the family and the wider world 

are affirmed and extended. Belonging – Mana Whenua 

Te Whāriki - Early Childhood Curriculum 2017 

 



What does Sustainability look like? 

A Sustainability Advisor from Auckland City 

Council visited to discuss what sorts of rubbish 

we have and what can be recycled and what 

cannot.  

Ms Ashton got our recycle box and we looked 

through to see what could be recycled, like paper 

and cardboard, and what we could not, like ribbon 

or a paper clip. We also recycle food scraps into 

the compost bin. 

 

 

Physical development – healthy bodies … 

 

We are very lucky to have 

use of the tennis courts 

next door.  Great eye-hand 

co-ordination.  

 

Sports stars in the making!    Children create their own challenges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The health and wellbeing of the child are promoted and nurtured. Well Being – Mana Atua 

 

Anyone  

for tennis? 
 



 

More fun with Science … 

We had such fun with this one. Another magical 

experience with a floating ping pong ball.  How 

does that happen?  The children quickly worked 

out that it was the air pushing the ball up. What 

was more intriguing to them was that when you 

moved the hair dryer around and the ball 

followed!  Sometimes, you can get two balls 

jostling with each other. 

 

Sensory play is regularly on offer in our 

preschool as children of this age are still very 

tactile.  We use a variety of media; here they are 

using gloop. Others include finger paint, slime 

(made with lux flakes), and products such as clay, 

in a pliable form and as a slip, like mud.  

Other media are play dough and kinetic sand, or 

simply water.  The exploration of materials is the 

foundation of understanding their properties and 

uses. It is the first step in creativity. 

 

Dennis’s parents paid us a surprise visit and donated these 

beautiful handmade scrolls from China. They are a fine example 

of extremely intricate work.  It is excellent work of Tian jin Yang 

Liu qing papercut.  

The languages and symbols of children’s own and other cultures 

are promoted and protected. Communication – Mana Reo  

 

 

Children’s Day: We have enjoyed all the wonderful words you shared with us 

about your child for Children’s Day. Stories are being written and a collation will 

be created for our folder. Watch out for this! 

 



Produce from the Preschool garden … 

Cherry tomatoes are much sweeter 

than ordinary tomatoes and 

very popular for at lunch time 

and the passionfruit was an 

accompaniment to the yoghurt.   

We have regular helpers with food preparation         

as part of our food protocols.  

 

Keeping themselves healthy  and caring for 

themselves.   Well Being – Mana Atua 

  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Feedback:    Thank you to all the parents who gave us feedback through our Google 

survey and internal review recently. Here are some of the comments: 

• What is the value of Ficino Preschool education? Respect. Stage not age.                      

Self confidence, unique imagination. A great philosophy.  

• What will you remember? Caring, responsible, loving teachers. The helpfulness and 

guidance of the teachers. A calm environment, nutritional meals, a variety of school 

activities and out of school trips.  

• Highlights? The teachers consistently show kindness, respect and interest in the children 

and all their activities. Positive attitudes.  

• Strengths? Respect for each child’s needs, we are all like one family! Work to children’s 

strengths. The teachers, activities and opportunities. Good organization and schedule for 

the day.  

• Skills developed in your child? Self-confidence, social, sharing, communication, 

articulation, numerical, shapes, writing skills. 

 

 

Coming Events: 

• An Open day on Friday, 13th March, 9.00 am to 11.00 am. Please invite your friends. 

• A trip to a Butterfly Garden on 27th March – children and teachers only (due to a restriction on 

numbers). 

 

From the Ficino Preschool Team;   

Irene Callen, Helen Ashton, Crytstal Li, Mei Lau, Nicky FitzPatrick and Natasa Sulenta. 


