
 

 

The Spirit Play was performed by Year 2 

School students, several of whom have 

come from the Preschool. At 6 or 7 years 

old they perform in front of a large 

audience in a hall, learn all the words and 

project their voice, as well as understanding 

the character they are playing and their role in the play.   

This has small beginnings in the preschool, 

learning the karakia and speaking in front of 

their peers. 

 

Tristan on the left wrote his first play in the preschool. He had 

enough characters for everyone to participate; they all made masks 

to depict their character. The play had all the elements of a story; a 

beginning, a middle and an end as well as a plot.  What’s more it had 

a moral to the story. 

You can also see how the habits these children developed in the preschool have become 

second nature to them, as shown by the students on the right, sitting with their legs crossed, 

hands on knees and a straight back – a life long habit. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ms Dena has been busy making 

butterfly wings, watched with 

great interest by the children. 

Arlo was particularly interested 

in the mechanics of the sewing 

machine. Ellie chose the material 

and is trying her new wings out. 
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Every Friday afternoon the playdough equipment 

is washed by the children. This relates to one of 

our Curriculum goals, Belonging | Mana Whenua; 

they know they have a place. The learning 

outcome here is Taking part in caring for this place 

(te manaaki I te taiao). 

 

 

 

The preschool vegetable garden is flourishing; the 

children are picking kale and pak choy. They love 

their vegetables.  

Yet another goal is met here where children 

experience an environment where their health is 

promoted. The learning outcomes is keeping 

themselves healthy and caring for themselves       

i  te oranga nui – Wellbeing | Mana Atua. 

 

Later, Anthony and Ms Callen took some 

silverbeet and pak choy over to Ms Toshala.                    

She helped to give children inspiration by 

providing us with cooked vegetables for lunch.       

We also baked some kale and took it over for 

the teachers’ lunch.  Now we can say thank you. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ms FitzPatrick is leading an exercise session.  

Students learn about their own wellbeing, and that of 

others and society, in health related movement 

contexts. It is also an essential component of brain 

patterning, leading to gross and fine motor 

coordination.  We seek to be healthy in Mind, Body 

and Spirit.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This display has a photo of every child and teacher on it, telling the story of how they got their 

name.  This links to the origins of their families. A further development was children’s interests 

in the flags of their countries.  The flags on the left are children who have gone to school.  This 

is truly representational of our multi cultural society. It fits in with our curriculum model of the 

child as the learner, the immediate environment (the preschool), the adults’ influence and the 

nations’ beliefs.  

There is a similar model in Philosophy, the Light of Reason,  that starts with the decisions 

made at the individual level benefit the family, families serve our society, societies contribute 

positively to humanity and humanity would care for our whole world for the benefit of all.  It 

also reflects one of Ficino School’s Principles, finding Unity in Diversity. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Science and nature go hand in hand.  This showed the children how 

flowers drink; by putting them in dye, they could see how the flower 

sucks up the liquid. 

 

We studied the veins in the flowers and how 

the colours deepened over time. 

 



 

A change around 

within the preschool 

setting has brought a 

fresh approach to 

how children are 

using the blocks. 

 

 

The curriculum goal here is that their play is valued as meaningful learning and the importance 

of spontaneous play is recognized. We have a term in early childhood of ‘a carefully prepared 

environment’ that sets the scene as a provocation for children’s exploration; playing, 

imagining, inventing and experimenting | te whakairo me te tuhurahura i te puitaiao. 

 

The children are offered 

provocations by different artists. 

This is Hundertwasser who was 

a lateral thinker and something 

as simple as a spiral is given a 

much wider context of thinking 

and exploration in the ways it 

can be presented, especially if 

studied in nature; a frond, 

a snail, a whirlpool and the 

trees here.  Minh wrote the 

‘i’ in her name in the same style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not what you do for your children but what 

you have taught them to do for themselves, 

that will make them successful human beings. 

Anne Landers 



We have been studying our 

local mountain here in Mt 

Eden, Maungawhau.  

We have been making a 

montage of the mountain. 

Setting up some wire on a 

board, shaping it to the 

same contours as the 

mountain, covering it in paper                                                                 

with paste, and soon it will                                                                   

be ready to be painted. 

 

This is the whau flower 

that the mountain got 

its name Maungawhau 

from. 

The children had a half 

size real fruit ice cream 

as a treat at the café. 

On the way up we noticed various trees, bushes, flowers and birds. 

 

“Arlo asked 

where is the 

mountain?” 

 

 

The highlight of the walk was going through the trail; it had a 

sense of adventure, looking through the trees to find some 

interesting surprises. 

 

 

 

 



 

Children do these things so 

naturally, using symbols to 

communicate ideas. 

The Letter Box project  

It was Ms Banks’ birthday , so we made 

her a card and got it ready to post. We 

wrote her name and address on it and 

put a stamp on it. 

We walked down the road to the 

postbox, looking at numbers on the 

houses and letter boxes on the way.   

The school letter box has 27 on it. 

 

 

 

  

 

Justin posted the birthday card when we got 

to the letterbox.          

 

 

Then we saw lots more letter boxes 

on the other side of the road on the 

way back.  We did a lot of counting! 

Martin is only 2 years and 

5 months; he has been 

doing the Mindfulness 

exercise since he started 

3 months ago. 



The children went on a walk down the school driveway around the 

back of the school to collect lavender.  It was a lovely sunny 

afternoon. 

This was put into vases for use around the preschool. 

                   We also made lavender playdough. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taylor is learning to do 

her zip up.  There is 

some technical detail 

(and attention to 

detail) to managing 

this. Note how she is 

holding the bottom of 

the fleece as well as 

pulling the zip.  

ROLL ON SUNSCREEN PLEASE – 

now that the weather is warming 

up.  This works best as there is 

less wastage and accidents. 

Children can learn to put it on 

themselves, including those 

cancer sites such as the tip of the 

ears and the nose, as well as the 

back of the neck. (We have 

markers here for you to name 

them.)   Please note, we expect 

parents to apply sunscreen in the 

mornings; we reapply after 

lunch. 

One day, Jasper spontaneously took it upon himself to set 

out the aprons for lunch.  When I saw him doing this, I 

showed him where the small aprons were and that 3 

children needed them; Myra, Martin and Anton.  All the 

other children have large aprons.  He then continued, 

following my directions.  He could read the names and 

found the name tags for the 3 small aprons first, and then 

put out the rest. He is now continuing to do this task at our 

tidy up time before lunch. This epitomizes the sort of care 

we encourage in their environment, giving them ownership 

and empowering their own ability to self-regulate and 

contribute. He is supporting the School Value ‘Do I help 

when I see a need?’   This earned Jasper a Value Card. 



Visiting the School Library is back on the agenda 

now the classrooms are finished and the library 

free for visits.   

When we arrived, I talked about where our 

books where kept, how to take a book off the 

shelf to look at and to put it back in the same 

place. 

 

 

We then read a story before we scanned our books to take back to 

the preschool. 

 

We read a very simple and very small book about Sunflowers and 

how the seeds spread. At lunchtime I then showed them how the 

sunflower seeds we have for lunch come from the seed head (we  

had an old seed head in the preschool).  

I brought in a real sunflower for the children to watch it open.                 

We have been doing paintings of them as well.  

 We found the oil we used to make the 

playdough was made of sunflower oil!   

 

      

 

We bought a new oven for the family play area.                                   

Minh is attaching the splash back, with Anthony’s help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can do 

anything 

they can 

do ..… 

 



Music with Mrs Kearney continues, as does Playball 

and Gymnastics … 

 

             

Show and Tell brought about an opportunity for more 

science.  Arlo’s big brother, Leo (who used to come to 

the Preschool) had a birthday and Arlo brought in a helium 

balloon.   

We were trying to work out why it stayed in the air.   Mmm, it 

can’t be air because an ordinary balloon would fall to the 

ground, so it’s not oxygen.  Well, perhaps it’s another type of 

gas.  

So the next day we experimented with baking soda and 

vinegar and hey presto!  It worked, filling up the balloon with 

gas.  This is the wonderment and awe of learning – this is how 

it should be.   

The following day we checked the balloons – no gas left.  Where did it all go?                     

It is not always about the answer (seldom is actually). It is about theorizing, 

wondering, testing, trying again, trying different ways. 

Time to stop!   

But the exploring and thirst for knowledge and fun at Ficino Preschool never does. 

 

 
From the Ficino Preschool team: Ms Callen, Ms Dena, Ms FitzPatrick and Ms Yuan who is here on her 

practicum. Ms Lau is doing some relieving for us and Ms Li will be back soon; she has had her head down 

studying.  Ms Sulenta will be here for a couple of days a week in term four.      Normality is returning.   

Please advise us of any 

ABSENCES during the school 

holidays 28th September to  

9th October.  


